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I'm an innovation keynote speaker, author and the Chief Trend Hunter at TrendHunter.com. My 
keynote speaker bio (at JeremyGutsche.com) has to be a sales pitch to book my keynotes, so 
this bio is more about me and why I am on this relentless mission to help people Find Better 
Ideas Faster! 

I founded Trend Hunter because deep down, all I ever wanted to be was an entrepreneur, but I 
could never find my own business idea. Ironically, I built a corporate innovation career helping 
other people find their business ideas without finding my own. In my final year, I created an 
innovation pipeline that led my team at a bank to grow a $1 billion portfolio. That sounds great, 
but it was a striking reminder to me that I still hadn't figured out what I wanted to do.  

So, in the wee hours of the morning, I started building Trend Hunter like a giant innovation 
focus group, an idea pipeline where I hoped people would share business ideas. I also figured 
somewhere, someone would help inspire me to find my calling. A couple billion pageviews 
later, and it's clear that serving the Trend Hunter community is my calling! 

Today, I see my mission as an important one: to help people find BETTER ideas FASTER, so that 
they can find their calling and avoid the multi-decade search that kept me hunting ideas for so 
long. I want to make you BETTER by bringing science to your understanding of chaos and 
innovation, and I want to make you FASTER by using frameworks and crowdsoucing to help you 
find the innovation that is right for you.  

While starting up Trend Hunter, I also published an innovation book called EXPLOITING CHAOS: 
How to Spark Innovation During Times of Change. That was 2008/09 and the world certainly 
went through a lot of chaos. The result was that the book became a bestseller, it landed a 
couple awards, and I was fortunate enough to be called in by a couple hundred CEOs who 
wanted me to help them reinvent, faster. It was an incredible experience, both as an innovation 
keynote speaker, but also as an idea-hungry guy, curious about how innovation works at the 
world's most powerful companies.  

Four hundred keynotes into my journey as a speaker, and I believe I've gained a much better 
sense of what makes some innovators win while others fail. The experience also helped me 
prepare for my second book, Better and Faster: The Proven Path to Unstoppable Ideas. I was 
thrilled to see that book hit the New York Times Bestseller with about 4,000,000 views to the 
keynote video. That was an incredible feeling for me because this book was much more of a 
personal journey, including the tales of Trend Hunter, and my unique entrepreneurial 
upbringing.  
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On a personal note, I had interviewed my father for the book, because he used to get me to 
read hundreds of magazines a month, searching for business ideas and brainstorming what 
projects we would prototype on the weekend. That was obviously a seed for Trend Hunter's 
inspiration. A week after I interviewed him, he had a heart attack and passed away. So the 
story, the book, and all the emotion wrapped around that meant that I was particularly proud 
to see people take interest in the launch. (You can see the innovation keynote videos for both 
at: JeremyGutsche.com) 

When I'm not on the road giving a keynote speech on innovation or chaos, I'm back in Toronto 
with the kickass team at Trend Hunter. 

Basically, I'm an outgoing guy (I suppose any keynote speaker probably says the same) and I 
love trying to make people laugh. I'm inclined to break rules, adventure and to enjoy a few 
beers with friends as we chat about ideas, start-ups and my favorite topic: innovation! 

I would describe myself as enthusiastic, creative and social. My friends would describe me as 
hyperactive, short attention spanned and easily distracted. (Mom, this is my attempt at humor.) 

A cowboy entrepreneur at heart, I grew up riding dirt bikes and ski racing just outside Calgary, 
Alberta, home of the Wild West and the legendary Calgary Stampede. I'm the son of a 
psychotherapist and my entrepreneur father, which explains how I ended up in love with start-
ups and creativity. I'm also the younger brother of an art historian. Perhaps I ended up 
somewhere in the middle of the three. After all, I really like new ventures, meeting new people 
and artistic creativity. 

I've always been obsessed with graphic design, problem solving, and the discovery of innovative 
new things, which made Trend Hunter my perfect hobby. In the early days, I'd design and code 
Trend Hunter until 4am while working during the day as a business director at a bank. Today, I 
design and code Trend Hunter until 4am because I like it.  

I'm truly content that pouring my heart into Trend Hunter and my innovation keynotes has 
resulted in a role where my job and hobby are the same thing. 

I'm most in the zone when performing speeches on stage. I fear that many innovation speakers 
are authors, skilled academics or managers who lack the entertainment fuel needed to spark a 
revolution. So this is what I aspire to deliver. I like to think of my performances as a mixture of 
stand-up comedy, audience interaction, big ideas and talking in a really loud voice. I love 
multimedia keynote presentations and I draw my own animated stick men. Always. 

I love meeting Trend Hunters, so if we ever rendezvous, feel free to intrigue me with your 
random ideas, trends, ideas, creativity and innovation. 


